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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
Claims 5-9, 12, 13, 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The claims recite that the foot-front water spouting section changes pressure of spouting 
water, for example. It doesn't appear accurate that the foot-front water spouting section actually 
changes the pressure or changes water spouting amount or changes flow rate etc. It would 
appear that a different element such as the controller that actually provides the function recited. 
Claims 12, 13, 15, 16 and 17 recite function without clearly stating what structure is intended to 
provide the function. Therefore, it is not clear what is intended to comprehend these claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Rolando et al. (US 4,485,503). 

As broadly recited, Rolando teaches in figure 3, for example, a foot- front water spouting 
section for spouting water toward a foot- front side from sprayer 143. Rolando also teaches a 
water- spouting section direction moving mechanism by the rotating mechanism in manifold 143. 
The rotating mechanism provides for moving the direction of water spouting along the 
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longitudinal direction of the foot as the nozzles rotate from the bottom up to the top and back 
down to the bottom. This would appear to comprehend the claimed invention. 

Regarding claim 3, when the manifold 143 is horizontal the plurality of spouts are 
arranged in side by side width direction. 

Regarding claim 4, the path of movement includes the toe. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rolando et al. '503. 

Rolando teaches a water-spouting section 143 that is rotatable about a horizontal axis as 
the water arriving point is moved along the longitudinal direction of the foot as the water spouted 
from the water spouting section rotates from bottom to top. Rolando appears silent with regard 
to exactly how this is accomplished however a rotary shaft is well known means for rotating 
elements and would have been an obvious provision. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the exact location of the water spouting section is well within the 
realm of the artisan of ordinary skill dependent on practical considerations of intended use. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ahn 
(WO 97/42926) in view of Trenary et al. (US 4,588,130). 
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Ahn teaches a leg water-spouting section comprising a foot-front water spouting section 
74 for spouting water toward a foot-front side of a user. Ahn teaches spray nozzle 76 is a 
conventionally used shower type nozzle such as disclosed in US Pat. No. 4,588,130 to Trenary. 
Trenary teaches a spray nozzle that includes a ball and socket arrangement 118, 160 that allows 
the spray nozzle to swivel about the ball 118. The ball and socket arrangement would appear to 
comprehend the water-spouting section direction moving mechanism because it is a mechanism 
that allows the water-spouting section to move the direction of water spouting of the foot-front 
water spouting section along the longitudinal direction of the foot as desired. The ball and 
socket allows the water spouting section to pivot in a longitudinal direction from the toe to the 
ankle thereby moving the direction of the water spouting along the longitudinal direction of the 
foot. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Ahn to use the 
spray nozzle of Trenary for the foot- front water spouting section 76 as taught by Ahn as an 
obvious equivalent alternative water spouting section that is well known in the art. 

Regarding claim 3, the exact number and position of the water spouting sections is well 
within the realm of the artisan of ordinary skill dependent on practical considerations of intended 
use and most effectiveness of the device. 

Regarding claim 5, Trenary teaches the water spouting section changes pressure of 
spouting water by pulsating the water. When the water spouting section moves the water 
spouting longitudinally along the foot, the changes of pressure would be received by the water 
arriving point according to the position of the moving water arriving point. 

Regarding claim 7, the amount of water also changes during motion according to the 
position of the moving water arriving point. 
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Claims 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rolando et al. in view of Pisani et al. (US 2005/0203447). 

Pisani teaches a leg water-spouting device, paragraph 44, line 4, that has controls to 
selectively change water pressure level, pulse rate, sweep speed, duration of massage time, 
temperature of the water and to be able to cease longitudinal motion in order to massage a single 
location, paragraph 43. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Rolando to control the motion of the water spouting section to be able to vary the pressure, 
location, period and amount as taught by Pisani in order to achieve the optimum desired therapy 
for a particular patient's needs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Danton DeMille whose telephone number is (571) 272-4974. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:30 to 6:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Justine Yu, can be reached on (571) 272-4835. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 

/(Danton (DeMiCCe/ 
23 September 2009 Danton DeMille 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3771 



